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On the 3rd November (1712), Chown and his
wife left Carwar in the Anne ketch, having a cargo
of pepper and was on board, to urge their claim to
the late Mr. Harvey's estate. The coast swarmed
with pirate craft, among which those of Conajee
Angria were the most numerous and the most
formidable. It was usual, therefore, for every
cargo of any value to be convoyed by an armed
vessel. To protect the Anne, Governor Aislabie's
armed yacht had been sent down, and a small
frigate, the Defiance* was also with them. The
day after leaving Carwar they were swooped down
upon by four of Angria's ships, and a hot action
ensued. The brunt of it fell on the Governor's
yacht, which had both masts shot away and was
forced to surrender. The ketch tried to escape
back to Carwar, but was laid aboard by two grabs,
and had to surrender when she had expended most
of her ammunition. In the action, Chown had his
arm torn off by a cannon-shot, and expired in his
wife's arms. So again, in little more than three
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The records are silent as to the Defiance, but it is mentioned by
Downing, who says that, instead of doing his duty, the captain made
the best of his way to Bombay. The story seems to be borne out by
a faded letter from the captain to the Directors, appealing against
dismissal from the service.